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Saturday Special

‘Alwaysa Marine'
Statue to honor La. military hero Lt. Gen. Lejeune

By JENNIFER COOKE
Special to The Advocate

Advocate photo by Randy
Bergeron
Sculptor Patrick Millier workson
alikenessof Lt. Gen. John
Leeune. Miller iscreating a statue
of Lgeunethat will be erected later
thisyear on thelawn of the Pointe
Coupee Parish Courthouse.
NEW ROADS -- A New Orleans businessman who takes to heart the saying
"Once aMarine, dways aMarine" isjoining with the U.S. Marine Corpsto
erect alife-szed bronze statue of the Corps 1920s Cgun commandant hailed

by Marines everywhere as avisonary leader.

Petrick Taylor, chairman and CEO of Taylor Energy Co., dong with the
Marine Corps and Camp Legeune Marine Corps Base in North Carolina, will
dedicate a statue of Lt. Gen. John Archer Legjeune Nov. 5 on the lawn of the
Pointe Coupee Parish Courthouse.

Lgeunes "extraordinary vison and innovative programs have defined the
future missions of our Corpsfor over 75 years," Mg. Gen. Rondd G. Richard
sad in aletter sent in January to the Pointe Coupee Parish Police Jury.

Leeune was born in Batchelor in 1867. Heis "widdy recognized as the one
Marine who single-handedly saved the Corps from extinction following World
War |, and (is) one of the Corps most beloved commandants,” said 2nd Lt.
James Jarvis, public affairs officer at Camp Lgeune.

The Police Jury learned during its Jan. 25 mesting that Taylor and the Marine
Corps wished to erect the statue in the parish of Lgeune's birth. Jarvis said
backers of the Lgeune memorid project were interested in placing the
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life-gzed statue and its pedesta in a prominent, public placein the parish.

"1t began when we in the Marine Corps said we should try to do something in
the home parish of John A. Lgeune’ to honor him, the people and said. Jarvis
caled Taylor because he knew of Taylor's dedicetion to the Marines.

"Mr. Taylor isagreat patriot, great supporter of the Marines and a grest
American," Gen. Richard said. "I don't say those words lightly becausewein
the Marine Corps would die for those words."

Gen. Richard visted New Roadsin early March to meet with Police Jury
Presdent Jmmy Bello, New Roads Mayor Sylvester Muckeroy, parish
Chamber of Commerce President Ivonne Chenevert, parish architect Glenn
Morgan and Police Jury Secretary-Treasurer David Cifreo to "show y'adl we
are serious about this and to meet you ahead of time."

"l am andive son (of Louisiana) and it just SO happens I'm the commanding
generd of the base named after Generd Lgeune,” Richard said.

During the dedication ceremonies, "I'll spesk for 10 or 15 minutes," Richard
sad. "When | get through, you'll have alump in your throat and chill bumps on
your neck."

Richard adso said he plans for the Marine Corps band from New Orleansto
play.

The fedings by Marines about L gjeune run deep, the genera said. He was so
influentia that, each year, Marines across the country till read his description
of what characterigtics Marines should have and how they are expected to
help their nation.

"John A. Lgeuneisanicon,” Richard said. "He brought to the Marine Corps
the idea (of a student-teacher relationship) between a senior officer and a
young man."

L geune was the commanding genera of the 2nd Allied Expeditionary Forcein
Europe during World War 1. From 1920 to 1929, he served as 13th
commandant of the Marine Corps.

While serving in World War |, heled both Marines and U.S. Army troops.
Legeuneis credited with developing the Marines amphibious warfare doctrine
in support of large-scale naval operations widdly applied in the Pacific Theater
during World War 11 and till in use to the present day, Jarvis said.

Leeune, born at the Old Hickory Plantation in Pointe Coupee Parish,
attended L SU from 1881 to 1884, then resigned to enrall in the U.S. Nava
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Academy, where he graduated in 1888. Lgeune died aretired lieutenant
generd in 1942 after serving as commandant of Virginia Military Academy.

His decorations include the Distinguished Service Medd (Navy); the
Digtinguished Service Medd (Army); the Sampson Meda; Marine Corps
Expeditionary Medd, with three stars; the Mexican Service Medd; the World
War | Victory Medd, with clasp for &. Mihid, Meuse-Argonne, and
Defensive Sector; Second Nicaraguan Campaign Meda; Legion dHonneur,
commander; and the Croix de Guerre with bronze pam.

Taylor, who is financing the L g eune statue project, joined the Marine Corps
Officer Training program when he became a student at LSU, but a heart
problem kept him from receiving his commission.

"The Marine Corps had a significant influence on my young life," Taylor said.
"It showed mewhat | could become.”

"| was honored to be approached by the Marine Corps when they told me
their idea to erect a monument to the grestest Marine,” he said.

Taylor and Richard discussed placing the Satue near Lejeune's old home, but
decided on the courthouse because it isin amore prominent place and the
satue will receive better care, Taylor said. Lgeune's old homeisin need of
Subgtantial repair.

Taylor commissioned sculptor Patrick Miller to fashion it to be historicdly
accurate.

"| wanted to do it mysdlf and wanted to do it alone for the Marine Corps,”
Taylor sad of hisfinancia backing. He said Miller has sculpted bronze figures
for him before and that he is working with the Marine Corps museum to
accurately depict Leeunein bronze.

"We want to portray him as asnapshot in time," Taylor said. Historical
uniforms and photographs are being used to help design the Satue.

The gatue will portray Legeune during his days as the commanding generd of
the 2nd Allied Expeditionary Force during World War 1, Jarvis said.

Once the atue is completed, the Marine Corps will trangport it to New
Roads. On the day of the ceremony, Richard and hiswife will join Taylor and
other dignitaries a the unveling.

The statue will be unvelled in a public afternoon ceremony coordinated with
the New Roads traditiond Veteran's Day ceremonies. A historica marker
with his career highlights and a statement by him of what it meant to be from
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Pointe Coupee Parish will be placed nearby.

Taylor will provide aflag pole, and the Corps will provide a Marine Corps
flag to fly next to the Statue, Richard said. Private donations as well as some
Marine Corps funds will fund the pedestd.

"Sinceit'sJohn A. Lgeune" Richard said he believes flying a Marine Corps
flag is appropriate.

But Taylor is providing much more than that.

In addition to supplying the life-sized bronze statue for Pointe Coupee Parish,
Taylor has commissioned Miller to make atota of four identical statues.

The first will be placed at the courthouse in New Roads. Then, on Nov. 9, a
second statue will be erected at Camp Legeune. Later, a Lgeune statue will
be erected at the Marine Corps base in Quantico, Va,, and the U.S. Naval
Academy in Anngpolis, Md. Both bases have buildings named after Lgeune.

"Thisis giving back to my beloved Marine Corps,” Taylor sad. "Thiswill be
worth more to me than, | think, anybody else.”
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